TRAVEL  IN  THE  HADHRAMAUT

who knew Lake Nyasa and spoke fluent Swahili. He told us he had
come to Mukalla as a boy. He was married here and no longer
- desired to go home.

We also visited GEeil Ba Wazir, the centre of the Hamumis tobacco
industry. Our road at first lay along the main Du'an caravan route, dotted
with forts and drinking fountains. One of the principal features of the
caravan roads of the Hadhramaut are the numberless siqayas or public
fountains, which have been set up for the benefit of thirsty travellers.
They are roofed in and usually whitewashed and have a number of
apertures on all four sides. A vessel, generally an empty tin, is provided,
and anyone wanting a drink puts it through one of the holes into
the cistern inside. Most siqayas ^are given by private benefactors and
money dedicated for the purpose pays for someone in the nearest village
to keep it filled with water. There were many along the road we passed,
though where the motor track deviates from the caravan route they were
not to be seen.

Soon after passing Shiheir, a small town with a few well-cared-for
gardens growing pomegranates, tobacco, dates, coco-nut palms, figs,
water melons, tomatoes, guavas^ onions, lady fingers, chillies, grapes, sweet
potatoes and make, we s^w the walls of Gheil Ba Wazir in the distance
and wound round the outskirts of the town walls to the gate leading into
the Sultan's garden. Here was a well-built Indian bungalow set amongst
shady trees. Immediately in front of the house was a large swim-
ming-bath nearly 100 feet long, furnished with a boat and water
chutes.

After a short rest we left again to visit the town, the water supply and
the tobacco plantations. The principal tobacco nurseries are at Al Quf,
about three miles from the town. In the distance it reminded me of a
South Wales coalfield, for its forest of well-tackle looked like pit-head
machinery. Round the wells are the beds where the tobacco seedlings
are grown. When they are. three or four inches high they are taken from
Al Quf to Al Harth, which we visited next, and planted out in rows. In
due course the crop is gathered and dried; drying barns are unknown. The
total annual value of the crop is said to be five lakhs, of which the
Stdtan gets Rs. 120,000 in duty and ground rent, and the cultivators
a profit of Rs. 80,000, the cost of production being estimated at three
Wcfas.                     -

Ghdl Ba Wazir was large but dirty and with more than a fair allotment
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